
 

 

THE PARISH OF FAWKHAM AND HARTLEY 
PARISH NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2016 

 
FROM THE RECTOR  
 
Dear Friends, 
 

As we move in to this Summer period, we pray for good rest and refreshment for everyone and for those going away, 
do have a great time and safe travel.  August is often a quieter time in the Parish with many people away, but please 
be aware of those who may find this a difficult and lonely time, or for those parents with young children who may find 
the summer break a long time.  I am sure many people we know would appreciate a phone call or visit. 
 
Big thanks to all of you for so many of the activities and meetings that we, as a Church family, have experienced in the 
first half of this year.  A special thank you to our Churchwardens for all they give and do have a read of their report 
over the page.  Here are some future events to tell you about: - 
 
HEALING TEAM/SERVICE Members of our pastoral groups have been exploring with me about the possibility of 
developing a ‘Healing Team’ here in the parish.  You may have visited other Churches where either during the service 
or at the end, members of the Healing Team offer people prayer.  Many people take great comfort for being prayed 
‘with’ as well as hearing their names in the intercessions.  The term ‘healing’ will mean different things to different 
people, so we would like to offer you an opportunity of hearing more about this and experience some prayers for 
healing.  This will be at a special Healing service on SUNDAY 24TH JULY, 5.00PM AT ST. MARY’S, FAWKHAM.  How 
this healing team develops will then be shared with you. 
 
CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY CLUB will be running during the week of 23rd August.  This is one of our major outreach projects 
that we host so please do pray for lots of children (primary school age) to come and for our leaders who commit so 
much during this week.  We pray that the children will come to know Jesus in their lives.  All the local schools have had 
flyers but if you would like one to give to Grandchildren or other children you know, they are at the back of Church or 
please see me or Marion. 
 
PATRONAL FESTIVALS will be on 11th Sept (St Mary’s) and 30th October (All Saints’).  The St Mary’s one will be similar 
to last year with an opportunity to join together on the meadow after the service.  More details in Parish Notes very 
soon. 
 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY will be on Sunday 23rd October as we ponder more about our giving to God and the Church.  
You will recall at our APCM I did make a very strong plea for people to consider increasing their weekly giving by the 
cost of a cup of coffee per week (averaging at £2.50 across different coffee shops!).  Thank you to those who have 
responded, however, we do need more support and our stewardship is going to be key if we are to thrive as a 
Parish/Cluster rather than just about surviving.  As other direct debits and standing orders increase each year, please 
would you take into serious consideration the increase of your Church giving.  Please see me or our Treasurer, Brian 
Jelley for more details. Do keep an eye out for future fundraising events as well that will need your support, especially 
with inviting other people along.  Fundraising events often become major outreach activities as well. 
 
Do keep your eyes on Parish Notes and the Parish website for other events happening as well.  Do have a good summer 
all of you. 
 

Every blessing, 
Jim 
 

Rev. Jim Fletcher 
Rector 



 
 
 
 
Summer 2016 Newsletter 
 
 
FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS         
 
We start with some very exciting news regarding the raising of monies for the roof and tower repairs at St 
Marys. Last week we heard that we had been successful in our application to the Government and had been 
awarded a grant of £50,000. We say a very big thank you to Malcolm Harris for all his efforts in completing 
the detailed application. We now believe we have sufficient funds to cover the £72,000 estimated cost of 
the repairs and we will shortly begin work on the project plans, detailed costings, faculty applications and 
tenders. We hope to have the building work completed by the summer of 2017, together with a repainting 
of the exterior and interior of the church and the installation of new lighting. This wonderful, Grade1 listed, 
church will then be back to looking her best; glistening white in the sunshine. 
 
On other building matters, you may have seen that a new garage has been erected at the back of the Church 
Centre providing much needed storage space for hall users. We are now completing the wiring and fit out 
and will shortly begin moving items into the garage. This will free up the hall stage and make everything look 
tidier and less cluttered. We hope that this will encourage greater use of the hall as the letting fees are a 
major source of our income.  At All Saints Church, the expected quinquennial inspection planned for May 
was postponed by the Diocesan surveyor and has yet to be rearranged. 
 
On fund raising matters, our recent Afternoon Cream Tea with live music was well supported, enjoyed by all 
and raised nearly £500 towards church funds. A big thank you to everyone who helped make this event such 
a success. We are planning a further series of fund raising events for the remainder of this year and into 2017 
with the next being a table top sale to be held at the Church Centre on 22nd October 2016. This is an ideal 
opportunity to clear your cupboards of all your unwanted items. Tables costing only £10 can be booked by 
contacting the churchwardens. We have further events planned for 2017 including a concert by a local 
harpist, a barn dance and flower festival. Full details of all these events will be available shortly.  
 

 

Valerie Campbell and Andrew Gray 

Churchwardens 

 


